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“Vegetation elements and Urban Sustainability- Functional
approach = Case study of International Gardens”

Abstract

The issue of development and the environment is the main focus of the global community's
interests within the framework of the modern industrial and technological revolution. This is
supported by governmental efforts to improve the living conditions of people in various
countries around the world. From this, global attention turned to the issues of environmental
balance and its factors. The world began to realize that to achieve comprehensive
development that provides suitable living conditions for people now and secures the future
of those people, it's essential to care about the environment and its various balances.
Environmental balance depends on society's ability to not deplete natural resources in the
present to preserve the right of future generations to utilize these resources in a way that
guarantees their needs are met.

This is where the idea of sustainable development emerged. Its concept relies on
comprehensive development based on environmental balance to preserve the future of
humanity and its natural resources. When we refer to environmental balance, we are—
indirectly—refering to afforestation and plant elements. They are considered one of the
most important pillars of environmental balance due to their multiple functions that
effectively reflect on sustainable development processes. Therefore, these plant elements
must be studied to show their characteristics and different types according to their various
classifications. This shows us the importance of the functional role of afforestation and plant
elements in influencing sustainable development processes and, consequently, their impact
on the sustainability of urbanism in urban spaces. This is in light of the measurement
indicators set by the United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development in 1997. In
light of the above, the first three chapters of the study deal with the historical development,
different characteristics, and functional importance of afforestation and plant elements and
the concept of urban space. The fourth chapter deals with comprehensive development
processes, which were developed into sustainable development as an entry point to urban
sustainability. The fifth chapter addresses the relationship between afforestation and plant
elements and sustainable development. This relationship is based on the functional approach
of afforestation and plant elements with the concept of sustainable development based on
environmental balance and its applications as measured by international indicators.
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